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Moondance won 3rd place GRAND PRIZE (fiction), and Winner—New Age fiction at the 2008 Next Generation Indie Book Awards (Chelsea, Michigan). It was a Finalist—Debut fiction and WINNER—Visionary fiction at the 2008 Indie Excellence Awards (Hollywood, California).
A devastating betrayal, unsettling visions, the ancient secrets of karmic astrology and a fated choice… debut novel hits the ground running, asks big questions and doesn’t let go 

 May 15, 2008, Toronto, Ontario, Canada - Toronto’s Ricochet Publishing has published Moondance, a genre-busting coming-of-age tale offering a freethinking, emotionally-charged, highly addictive spin on love, life and the nature of reality. 
Following in the enormous footsteps of Elizabeth Gilbert’s memoir Eat, Pray, Love about the author’s spiritual quest through Italy, India and Bali, Black’s Moondance, a novel that asks big questions about love and life seems perfectly timed. Though it wasn’t planned that way. 
In 1996, MBA Black birthed the first 120 pages of Moondance after a relationship ended. What she wrote scared her so much that she abandoned her writing for five years. 

“What I wrote was intense and emotional and it scared me. It wasn't aligned with who I thought I was, which was logical, tough, steady and calm. So I rejected it and finished my MBA instead.” But the idea that was Moondance stayed close. From the cover:

MBA student Althea Brecht’s life changes overnight when she discovers her boyfriend’s betrayal. Devastated, she focuses on the future. Yet the more she does, the more her past threatens to engulf her.
Five years later, single and unfulfilled, with questions about her life mounting, Black signed up for a five-day retreat, the Trust Program, on the suggestion of a friend. The retreat turned out to be a turning point.
“Trust was a powerful experience which helped me understand who I am, what I believe and what's important to me. After Trust, I embraced my sincere belief in reincarnation and went back to my writing,” says Black. 
MORE

In 2002, Black began a three-year internship with international karmic astrologer Linda Brady, author of Discovering Your Soul Mission. She worked with Brady while working full-time and wrote Moondance on weekends. Today, she’s not only an MBA, consultant and an author, but a practicing karmic astrologer.

When tragedy strikes, Althea loses her grip on reality and everything she believes about life is in doubt. She’s terrified to face what’s happening to her. Yet she knows if she doesn’t, she risks losing everything. 

In Moondance, Black’s 1996 words are preserved in a series of climactic scenes that are literally keeping readers up at night. Black, an avid thriller reader, likes it that way: “Today I know that it’s those scenes and the universal themes it explores that make the book different. I love it when readers can’t put Moondance down.”

Like her novel, Black’s background is unique. She earned her MBA at the Rotman School of Management in Toronto in 1997. Then she secured a job as a communication consultant in the pension and benefit industry, work that she continues today. 

Reader experience

For the entertainment value alone, Moondance works. It’s gripping, contemporary, character-driven fiction that moves fast, with lots of plot twists along the way to keep the reader hooked.

Moondance explores modern, universal questions at a compulsively readable pace. It will resonate with anyone who’s wondered why their life hasn’t turned out as planned (and who hasn’t). It contains even more for those who yearn to meet their soul mates, or are open to new ideas about the nature of reality, karma, astrology and the tarot. 

Boomers and GenXers like Black, who are reflecting on their lives, may be surprised to recognize themselves in Moondance’s haunted characters.

Fans of genre fiction like paranormal romance, or romantic thrillers won’t be disappointed. Hint: Moondance is intelligent—and sexy!

With no shortage of unusual perspectives and moral dilemmas to fuel discussion (plus reflection questions in its final pages, ready to go), Moondance is a shoe-in for book clubs. 

Guaranteed, readers who do the deep dive into Moondance will find themselves immersed in a shimmering otherworld lying quietly beneath modern life—as channelled by the imagination of a new, wildly original voice in contemporary fiction. 
For additional information on Karen M. Black and Moondance, contact Suzanne Cyr at suzanne@ricochetpublishing.com or visit www.karenmblack.com. 
ABOUT RICOCHET PUBLISHING – Ricochet Publishing, established in 2007 in Toronto, Canada, publishes fiction that provokes the mind and inspires the heart. For more information, visit www.ricochetpublishing.com.
- END -

























































